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2.2. This Policy shall apply to all undergraduate and graduate courses offered by McGill 
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g) Provisions are made for reasonable accommodation of student needs. 
 

4.2 Assessment practices uphold high academic standards and promote academic integrity. 

a) Grades are determined based on high standards and are applied consistently. 
b) The instructor is ultimately responsible for the assessment of all students’ work, even 

if they are assisted by teaching assistants, graders, or external subject matter experts. 
c) Courses offered with multiple sections should have equivalent levels of workload and 

equivalent assessment tasks. 
d) Instructors are provided with support to develop effective and meaningful assessment 

and feedback strategies. 
 

4.3 Assessment practices are pedagogically sound. 

a) Assessment tasks are aligned with planned learning outcomes. 
b) Assessment tasks may include individual and group work, with assessment criteria that 

explicitly address the basis for individual and group grades.  
c) Students have the opportunity to receive timely and ongoing feedback they can use to 

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/policies-and-regulations
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/policies-and-regulations
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5.3. Students must have the opportunity to receive some formative feedback before the 
University’s official course withdrawal (without refund) deadline. 

 

5.4. Students registering for courses during the add/drop period shall be provided alternative 
arrangements for missed assessment tasks (including attendance-based assessment tasks) 
that were due during the add/drop period. 

 
5.5. Instructors must include in the course outline expectations for all assessment tasks, 

including for participation, detailing explicitly the variety of ways in which grades can be 
earned. Details include explicit criteria to describe the key elements of students’ learning. 
Instructors are to provide in writing concrete descriptors for each level of performance 
when the assessment task is formally assigned to students. 

 

5.6. Graded assessment tasks, including third party rereads, must be available to the student 
at no financial cost. Access to assessment tasks must not require the payment of fees other 
than approved course fees. 

 

5.7. 
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6.3. In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the control of McGill University, 
assessment tasks in a course are subject to change, provided students are sent adequate 
and timely communications regarding the change. 

 
6.4. If a means of assessment is modified after the add/drop period, students must be given 

the option to decide, by a specified date, whether the original or modified means of 
assessment should apply towards their individual final grade. 

 

6.5. Students shall be permitted to use either English or French in completing any assessment 
task, except for courses in which acquiring proficiency in a particular language is one of 
the learning outcomes, and in-class oral presentations. 

 

6.6. All assessment tasks must have a due date before the last day of Exams 

https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/rights-of-students-with-disabilities-policy-concerning-the_1.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/secretariat/files/secretariat/religious_holy_days_policy_on_accomodation_of.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/files/students.srr/guidelines_for_the_academic_accommodation_of_pregnant_students_and_students_caring_for_dependants.pdf
https://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/files/students.srr/guidelines_for_the_academic_accommodation_of_pregnant_students_and_students_caring_for_dependants.pdf
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7.2. Students who for valid documented reasons (such as extenuating illness or serious 
personal circumstances) cannot undertake or submit an assessment task in a course may 
request academic accommodations within a timeframe that is in accordance with local 
guidelines and procedures, and instructor approval. Processes around academic 
accommodation vary by Faculty, and students should consult their academic advisor for 
the appropriate request pathway. 

 
7.3. Students who wish to request an academic accommodation must do so before the  

assessment task is submitted.  
 

7.4. Exceptionally, if additional information becomes available after an assessment task has 
been submitted, a request for reasonable accommodation may be submitted within 7 
working days. 

 

7.5. Students who without a valid documented reason fail to submit an assessment task shall 
receive a grade of 0 or F for that task (or J in the case of a final assessment). 

 
8. THIRD PARTY REREADS 
 

8.1. Students may request an impartial and competent reread by a third party designated by 
McGill University for any assessment task, including oral assessment tasks that are 
recorded. Requests for rereads must be made within 10 working days of the date of the 
return of the graded materials to the student, and reassessments should normally be 
completed within 20 working days of the request, subject to reasonable administrative 
arrangements. 

 
8.2. Before requesting a third party reread, the student must make a request to the course 

instructor for an explanation of the grade. This request must be in writing and include a 
rationale for any requested change of the grade. No penalty may be assessed for this 
request or for a formal reread request. If a third party reviewer deems the original grade 
to be inappropriate, it will be revised up or down accordingly. The reviewer’s grade 
overrides the original grade. 

 
9. EXAMINATIONS AND FINAL ASSESSMENT TASKS 
 

9.1. In the interest of academic integrity, instructors should modify assessment tasks each time 
the course is offered to minimize the possibility of students obtaining answers from 
previous terms. 

 
9.2. All examination questions are confidential and shall not be shared or reproduced unless 

otherwise permitted by the instructor, Department, and/or Faculty. 
 

9.3. Instructors are responsible for creating at least two versions of each multiple-choice 
examination by scrambling the questions and/or responses or using question pools. 

 



7 
Policy on Assessment of Student Learning 

 

9.4. Students must be provided with a high-level description of the format and content of 
examinations reasonably in advance of the scheduled date. 

 

9.5. Regardless of where examinations take place, all students in the same course must be 
provided with the same access to examination instructions. 

 

9.6. If instructors choose to hold an examination after the last day of classes as specified in the 
University Calendar


